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CHILD ACCIDENT PREVENTION FOUNDATION OF AUSTRALIA



   School Car Parks

 - Dangerous Places

The Evidence

Every week in Australia a child pedestrian is killed (about 50 a year). For every child killed another 25 are admitted to hospital. About 13 of these deaths are children run over by reversing vehicles, typically in driveways. 

Pedestrian injury deaths are second only to car passenger deaths for children aged 5 to 14 and account for 1 in 5 injury deaths for this age group.

School car parks are a major risk for children 

· Every one is in a hurry and many, especially children are tired in the afternoon especially.

· They are very busy places, with many distractions and everybody seems in a hurry.

· Pedestrian injuries can be severe and are a significant cause of child disability.

Why children are at risk. 

Children are not “little adults”. They are less well developed physically, cognitively and in terms of their traffic experience. For example, children:

· are small and can’t see over bushes or parked cars. Drivers cannot see them easily either, especially in busy and active car parks.

· are constantly on the move and can dart out into traffic.

· may believe that if they can see a driver, the driver can see them and can stop instantly

· imitate inappropriate behaviour, especially from people they look up to (eg parents or older siblings)

· have difficulty telling where sounds are coming from and may expect traffic from the wrong direction.

· have trouble judging the speed of cars reliably.

· tend to concentrate for only a short time, and may only notice one thing at a time.

· tend to focus on what is in front of them. Unless they turn their head, they may not notice cars to the side of them

· may behave differently when they are with other children, and forget about traffic.

· may “freeze” if they find themselves in the path of a car, rather than jump out of the way.

Because of differences like these, while we can teach children about road safety, care needs to be taken about expecting them to use safe behaviour consistently.

A pedestrian struck by a car travelling at 30kph has a 95% chance of surviving, a 60% chance when struck at 50kph and only a 20% chance at 70kph. 

Children are smaller and hit more in the upper body and head, so their chances of living are a lot less than these figures, even at lower speeds.

How should adults behave around car parks and schools?

1. Slow down!!

Speed kills! Even in car parks. And the child could be yours or a close friend’s!

2. Watch out!!

Children can move very quickly. And your reaction time is unlikely to be fast enough.

3. Obey the signs!!

Car park signs are there to help you and the children. Obey them!

4. Set a good example!!

Reinforce the school’s safety messages – the life you save might be your own child’s.

5. Take time!!

Do not rush in and around schools. Time gives you flexibility to act properly.
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