



Preventing Electrocution and Injury




















ELECTRICAL SAFETY SWITCHES





An Electrical Safety Switch (also called Earth Leakage Circuit or a residual Current Device) is the single most effective form of preventing electrical death or injury for all age groups.





Safety switches are required by law in all new buildings.





These devices are installed in the home power switchboard and turn electricity off when they detect current is passing out of the circuit.  They are built to an Australian Standard that requires they operate in a 40/10000 of a second.





They must be properly installed by a registered electrician.





Safety switches are available in fixed or portable power points and as part of an extension cord – the use of these devices minimizes the risk of electrocution in house without a main safety switch. 

















Safety switches are also built into some household appliances such as hair dryers.





Kidsafe and by all safety groups and electricity authorities also strongly recommend safety switches


Be fitted in all homes that do not have them, particularly if there is any construction or renovations.














SAFE ELECTRICAL PRACTICE











Ensure household wiring is in good order.





Do not use electric appliances in wet areas such as the bathroom.  If electrical heaters are needed use those mounted in the ceiling, high on the wall or in the floor.




















Ensure children do not play with electrical wiring and understand that basic maintenance such as bulb changes are done with the power off.  Do not permit children to play with or repair electrical items.








Use plug-in covers or similar devices to prevent young children poking things into power points.








It is always a good idea to unplug items not in use and store them away.
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