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PORTABLE FOLDING COTS
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Consumers’ Choice

Australian Standards for portable/folding cots are not mandatory.  However, there is a Voluntary Standard, AS 2195:1999, which is 

guided by a recommended list of safety features.  
Cots that do not meet this standard can be sold without breaking the law. However, we strongly recommend that you only use products which do meet the Voluntary Standard, to avoid death or injury to your child. 
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Banned Products

The NSW Department of Fair trading has specifically banned the following portable cots, because the rotating top rail locks are inadequate to prevent the collapse of the cot:

· Travel D’Lite

· Play D’Lite

· Rest D’Lite

· Travel Express

· Chicco Travel Bed

These cots must not be purchased sold or used.
Weight Limit

· Portable Cots are not made for children weighing more than 15kg.
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· This weight will make the cot more likely to collapse onto the child, which can cause serious injury or death.
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Problems Encountered by CHOICE Report

· The tendency for cots to tip easily.

· Mattress not fitting snugly.

· Leaving the hard frame exposed.

· Not being deep enough.

· The mesh fabric was weak and fingers could be caught in the gaps under the upper corners of the frame

· Protruding internal parts that a child could knock against and all failed to prevent injury to the person assembling the cot.

Safe Practice

· Make sure the sides are fully clicked into place and the locking device is secure.

· Ensure the child cannot unlock the locking devices.

· No tears in the mesh or fabrics.

· No cracks in the side rails.

· Follow assembly instructions.

· Use the cot mattress provided. Ill-fitting mattresses may create spaces where a small baby could be trapped.
· Do not put an additional mattress or extra padding in the cot. Small children can become wedged between the mattresses and suffocate.

· Check mechanisms regularly for wear.

· Regularly check locking devices
· Repair any tears immediately.

· Stop using the cot before the child is able to release the locking devices and it collapses.
· Do not use if the child is 15Kg or more.
· Never leave a child unsupervised. 
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KIDSAFE Centres


Pearce Centre, Collett Pl, Pearce


Maternity entrance, The Canberra Hospital


(      (02) 6290 2244


�	    www.schoolsafe.org.au





There have been a number of deaths from portable cots collapsing and trapping babies.





Some portable cots collapse easily. If a baby's neck is caught in the folding�frame this could lead to strangulation or suffocation.
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 ‘Real Life’ Case





A 1 year old baby boy was recently killed when a portable cot collapsed in a council-run childcare facility. �


The cot had been bought second-hand at a suburban garage sale and the Coroner found that the portable cot had not been properly assembled. The Coroner recommended that consideration ought be given to implementing mandatory design, manufacture, import and distribution requirements for all nursery products, including portable cots.








A recent survey by CHOICE found that 9 portable cots on the market failed to meet the safety requirements of the voluntary Standard. Only 3 met most of the essential safety aspects. However all of them did pass the most important safety aspect – none collapsed, and all the locking devices worked properly, reducing the risk of strangulation or asphyxiation.
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