



 


    Home Injury














In Australia, on average 5,000 children each day require medical treatment as a result of unintentional injury, 170 are admitted to hospital and 1 will die.








Private homes are the most likely place for these to occur.








Where are children injured?





For children under 5 home injuries account for-








Half of unintentional deaths





Three out of four non-fatal injuries.








Who is injured at home?





Younger children are more likely to be injured at home.





60% of those injured at home are under 5.





The group most at risk are 1 and 2 year olds.

















Children under 5-





More than half the 


home injuries occur in 


living or sleeping


            areas.





A quarter occur in the garage or yard.





11% occur in the kitchen.





5% occur in the bathroom or laundry.








WHAT ARE THE MOST COMMON CAUSES OF HOME INJURY AND DEATH?





Pool drowning and house fires account for half of home deaths.  Most of these children are under five.





Other common causes of home deaths are:





other drowning, 


particularly in the bath





asphyxiation





smothering and strangulation











crushing





falls





electrocutions





poisoning





being run over in driveway





The most common event leading to injury is a trip or fall of some kind.  These account for nearly half of injury cases.  Other common incidents causing injury at home are:





Ingestions and inhalations (12%)





Burns and scalds (7%)





Bites (3%)





Three out of four of these injuries occur during general play.

















