



 


Electrical Safety














Electrical current is a significant cause of death and injury.  





While the number of electrical deaths has been falling about 30 Australians are killed by electricity each week.





Injuries to children are not as common as those to adults in the work place or engaged in do-it-yourself home activities but the same safety measures will protect all.








How children are injured








The home is the major location for electrical injury to children and most home injuries from electrical current are associated with appliances.





Children playing with or ‘mending’ electrical equipment are the group most commonly killed or injured.





Very young children placing items such as pins into live electrical sockets or into appliances are another main injury group.














Boys over nine are most at risk of electrocution.








Examples of electrical injury








Picked up electric kettle cord which was melting on stove








Pulling hair-dryer out of power point, faulty plug








Playing with electric lamp, received shock








Child cut through cord with garden shears








Touched fan switch with wet hands








Tried to remove bread from toaster, electric shock when toaster fell over

















Changing light bulb, touched socket








Cut cord with power saw








Appliances associated with electrical injury








The most common items associated with electrical injury in the home are





Power tools





Lamps and light fittings





Hair dryers





Washing machines





Electric kettles





Hot pots





Stereos
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