



 


    Dog Attacks














Two to three children a day attend hospital as a result of being attacked by a dog.





WHO IS ATTACKED?





Children under 12 years of age are most at risk.





Children aged 1-4 years have the highest rate of injury.





Dogs of family or friends are involved in most attacks.





WHERE DO ATTCKS OCCUR?





Many attacks occur at home; 40% occur in the victim’s house/yard.





At a friend or neighbours house; 30% occur in these houses/yards.





WHAT TYPE OF INJURIES?





Most serious injuries are to the child’s head and face, these often leave substantial scars.





Lacerations and bruising to the arms and legs are also common.








Examples of dog attacks-


Boy 18 months attempted to take food from dog, bitten on hand/arm.


Girl 36 months, getting drink of water, bent down near dog, bitten on face.


Girl 2 years, tried to remove bone from dog, bitten on cheek and mouth.


Boy 5 years, tried to take dog’s toy, bitten on face.


Boy 4 years, tried to discipline dog with rolling pin, bitten on arm and chest.


Girl 2 weeks left on floor, bitten on face and arms.


Girl 6 playing with dog and stick, dog bit stick and hand together.


Girl 3 years, stuck hand down dog’s throat, bitten.





WHICH DOGS ARE INVOLVED?





Any sort of dog can pose a risk to children and babies.





Particular care needs to be taken with dogs that have been bred for their (assertive) and fighting qualities.





SIMPLE STEPS TO PREVENT ATTACKS


Separation


Keep babies and young children away from your dog.


Supervise dogs with children at all times.  This is particularly important when a new infant comes into a family of longtime dog owners.


Ask friends and relatives to keep their dog separate from your children at all times.


When to buy a dog.


Parents are advised to wait until their children reach school age before purchasing a dog.


When buying a dog.


Match your family needs to your dog.


Parents of small children should not consider buying breeds listed as dangerous.


The RSPCA recommends that you


Find out about the type of dog you are interested in.


Consult your veterinary surgeon on the dog best suited to you.


The RSPCA recommends that all dogs


Be taught immediately to obey commands


Answer to “come, sit and stay” from all family members


Attend obedience school.
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